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lie declined saying any more about it, but he. turned his discourse to desiring another interview with his daughter upon the terms of former proposals; which the father consenting to, they went together in the young gentleman's chariot to Hampstead, where the young ladies were ; and this was the gentleman, who, as I observed, was come to the door with their father, just as they were, above, talking of him with their aunt.
I had given an account before, that they heard a coach stop at the gate, and that a servant brought up word that their father, and another gentleman, was below stairs ; but they were surprised, you may be sure, when the eldest sister, going down first, comes running up stairs again with the news, in
short, that it was Mr.---------, and that their father
had brought him.
The aunt, unwilling her niece should appear in any disorder, says to her, Come, child, you two shall stay a little, and let me go down first; which the younger sister was very glad of. It was easy to perceive, and the passages already related will allow us to suppose, that although it was some surprise to the young lady to have him come thus suddenly and abruptly upon her, having not prepared her thoughts, or resolved upon what reception to give him, and not having the least intimation from her father upon what account he came, yet that she was not alarmed, as she used to be; the scruples of her conscience were all answered ; her jealousies of his hypocrisy were over; and her affections had little or nothing to struggle with now, unless she might doubt his resentment of things past, and whether he came upon the old account, or rather to perform his promise, and make a visit of ceremony only. However, she begged her sister to speak to her aunt, that they